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QUESTION 
 

To ask the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her plans to introduce a 
new childcare capital grant scheme in 2018 to assist childcare providers to 
extend or provide new childcare facilities in cases in which there is an 
identified need for additional places; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. 
 

REPLY 
 

 

 

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that there has indeed been a capital grant scheme in 2018. One 

of the principal goals of the 2018 Early Years and School Age Capital programmes, as in 

previous years, has been to assist childcare providers in creating new additional places where 

demand for these exists.  

 

  

 

The decisions in respect of the 2018 capital funding programmes were delivered to providers on 

June 1st, following a thorough and impartial appraisal process overseen by my Department. 

 

  

 

398 individual services from around the country have been offered funding as a result, to a total 

value of €6.87m. 

 

  

 

€3.87m of this has been allocated for the creation of new Early Years places, across 85 separate 

projects. This funding will result in the creation of a total of 1,950 new places nationwide: 697 of 

which will be for 0-3 year-olds, and 1,253 of which will ECCE places. 

 

  

 

In addition, €0.75m has been allocated for the creation of new School Age Childcare places, 

across 45 separate projects. This funding will result in the creation of 807 new places in school 

age services. 

 



  

 

The 2018 capital programme saw extraordinary demand within the sector. As a result, only 

applications of the very highest quality have been successful on this occasion. However, services 

that narrowly missed out on funding have been added to a short capital 'reserve list'. These will 

be considered for funding in the event that any of the successful applicants are not in a position 

to use their funding. 

 

  

 

I am pleased at the level of interest in further developing early years and school age places. I 

want to be able to continue this type of capital funding in 2019 and beyond, so that we meet the 

demand for places in the coming years.  

 

  

 

I will carefully consider the level and quality of sectoral demand for all strands of funding, as 

well as all constructive feedback on this year's programmes, in the development of the capital 

offering for 2019 and beyond.  
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QUESTION 
 

To ask the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs her plans to increase 
substantially the maximum level of grant aid in respect of the provision of 
new childcare facilities in cases in which there is an identified need for 
additional places and in which the maximum level of grant aid under the 
present scheme would be inadequate to support a community childcare 
organisation to provide accommodation; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. 
 

REPLY 
 

 

 

Community childcare services has always been a key priority of my Department's capital 

programmes. This year, over €1.16m in capital funding was allocated specifically to community 

services nationwide for the purpose of creating new additional childcare places. Of this, €0.93m 

was allocated to community early years services, in twenty separate individual grants, as part of 

Early Years Strand 1 Capital. This will result in the creation of 396 new childcare places, of 

which 137 are for 0-3 year olds and 259 are ECCE. 

 

A further €0.23m in funding was allocated to community school age services, in fourteen 

separate individual grants, as part of School Age Strand 4 Capital. This will result in the creation 

of 232 new school age places. 

 

This year, the maximum individual grant award available to services was €50,000 and €20,000 

for Strand 1 and Strand 4, respectively.  

 

As well as this, Strands 2 and 5 are available exclusively to community services to 

support essential maintenance and repair of community facilities, exemplifying my broader 

commitment to assisting community-based providers through capital funding. This year, €1.25m 

has been committed across both strands for this purpose. 

 

As you may know, I recently ensured that childcare was identified as a strategic priority in the 

National Development Plan 2018-2027. As part of this, €250m in additional capital funding is 

allocated for the childcare sector over the duration of the plan.  

 



Research is currently underway in my Department regarding specific capital need, both present 

and future, in the childcare sector and this will inform capital investment in the coming years.  

 

As part of the capital commitment of the National Development Plan, the possibility exists of 

funding significantly larger capital projects than currently pursued under the single-year 

programmes. However, the exact shape of my Department's future capital undertakings is still 

under consideration. 
 


