
3.549 To ask the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine to outline the 
specific proposals he will put forward at the EU Agriculture Council on April 27 
in relation to the urgent need to implement measures to assist the 
farming/agri-food sector through the present crisis and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. 
  
Brendan Smith TD – Cavan/Monaghan 
 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Agri-Fish Council which was due to take 

place in Luxembourg on 27/28 April has been cancelled. Plans to replace it with 

a video conference discussion are being advanced, with a likely date of 13 May, 

although this is still to be confirmed.  

 

I am acutely aware of the issues presented to the agri-food sector in the context 

of the ongoing COVID-19 crisis. My Department and I are working hard to ensure 

that business and services to farmers can continue, including keeping food and 

other processing facilities operational, and ensuring that payments and 

commercial activities that are necessary to protect farm incomes can continue. 

 

I have raised the impact of COVID-19 on the agri-food sector on a number of 

occasions directly with the Commissioner for Agriculture, Janusz Wojciechowski, 

urging the Commission to consider the rapid deployment of support measures 

under the Common Market Organisation Regulation and emphasising the need 

for a strong European response.    

 

I also have engaged intensively on this issue with my European colleagues, and 

I am pleased to say that I secured the agreement of every single Member State 

to support a strong Joint Statement calling for a common European response to 

a pan-European problem.  

 

The Joint Statement, which I sent to Commissioner Wojciechowski on behalf of 

the EU27, called in particular for the rapid deployment of support measures 

under the Common Market Organisation Regulation.  These measures include 

Private Storage Aid for dairy and other products, and exceptional aid for beef 

and sheep farmers.  The statement also focused on the need for flexibility for 

basic payments and rural development with earlier payment dates, higher rates 



of advance payment and flexibilities in relation to on-the-spot controls and 

administrative checks. 

I am pleased to say that the Commission has listened to my concerns and that 

of my European colleagues. On 22 April, Commissioner Wojciechowski 

announced a package including measures for private storage aid in the dairy and 

meat sectors, flexibility in the implementation of market support programmes 

for fruit and vegetables, apiculture and the EU school scheme, and exceptional 

derogation from EU competition rules for milk, flowers, and potato sectors.  The 

Commission aims to have these measures adopted before the end of April.  

I welcome this response from the Commission, but I believe it will probably be 

necessary to go further.  I will therefore continue to assess, with my officials, the 

impact of the COVID 19 crisis on the operation of the agri-food sector and will 

continue to seek further action at European level as necessary.    

 

 


